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Multiple Voting Site Elections

MULTIPLE VOTING SITE ELECTIONS:

Fixed sites: Where more than one polling place is open, either simultaneously, at different times, or
with overlapping periods, the procedures are basically the same as those applying to a single polling
place. Each polling place is set up and run like those described in CHM 39 and 40.

Where the polls are opened simultaneously, a voter is normally required to vote at a specific place
cited in the Election Agreement or Direction of Election and posted in the Notice of Election. The
voter's name appears on the eligibility list only at that location. If the voter wants to vote at another site,
s/he votes a challenged ballot at the site where his/her name does not appear on the list. This
challenge is resolved prior to the count to ensure the voter only voted once.

NOTE: The agent and the observer may request the voter go to his/her assigned polling site to
vote, but s/he cannot require it. The agent and the observers can not say anything to the voter
that could be perceived to discourage the employee from voting.

If the parties cannot “assign” voters to a particular site (such as truck drivers or roving work crews),
alternative identification procedures are discussed at the election agreement meeting (CHM 28.21).
Voters and observers follow the voter-identification procedures set forth in the Election Agreement;
otherwise, the voters cast challenged ballots at any of the polls designated and the challenges are
resolved before any votes are counted. CHM 28.22

A separate certification of conduct of election is used for each polling place. Other closing procedures,
such as sealing the ballot box, are also observed at each polling place. At the close of the voting, the
ballot boxes used at all polls are brought together and the contents of the boxes are thoroughly mixed
before the count takes place (CHM 47).

Traveling elections: Some elections require the polls to move from place to place. This usually
occurs where there are small numbers of eligible employees spread out over a large facility and it is not
practical to set up permanent polls at each location. In traveling elections, the entire election is usually
conducted in the back of a truck with the observers at the front and the voting booths set up in the
back.

The election is conducted by an agent, who travels with observers representing each party. The
opening and closing of each voting period is as
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formal as those involving a regular polling place. The ballot box is quickly sealed between voting
sessions and the unused ballots are also secured. The only difference is that the certification of
conduct is signed only once and at the end of the day, assuming all of the same observers are present
for the traveling election.

Like other multiple polling places, the voting hours at each place are scheduled in advance and appear
on the Notice of Election. When scheduling traveling elections, potential weather, road, and automobile
problems are considered.

In very rare circumstances, it may not be possible to set the polling hours in the Election Agreement.
An example includes employees who work on floating barges dredging rivers and the Activity cannot
predict when the barge docks. These circumstances are carefully described in the Election Agreement
so that the Agreement clearly reflects the circumstances as well as the parties’ agreement and
arrangement to vote the eligible employees (CHM 28.20.3.2).
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